May 4, 2000

President Abraham Lincoln admon-
ished our nation in the following state-
ment:

We have been the recipients of the choicest
bounties of Heaven. We have been preserved
these many years in peace and prosperity.
We have grown in numbers, wealth and
power as no other nation has ever grown.

But we have forgotten God. We have for-
gotten the gracious Hand which preserved us
in peace, and multiplied and enriched and
strengthened us; and we have vainly imag-
ined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that
all these blessings were produced by some su-
perior wisdom and virtue of our own.

Intoxicated with unbroken success, we
have become too self-sufficient to feel the
necessity of redeeming and preserving grace,
too proud to pray to the God that made us!

It behooves us then to humble ourselves
before the offended Power, to confess our na-
tional sins and to pray for clemency and for-
giveness.

Those words are as true today as
they were when spoken by Abraham
Lincoln many years ago. God has given
us commands to follow so that we
might be able to fully enjoy His cre-
ation and receive the benefit of His
blessing. When our nation has turned
our back on God’s commands, we have
been plagued by such tragedies as slav-
ery, crime, drug abuse, and abortion. If
our nation is to continue to be blessed
by God, we must renew our commit-
ment to God daily through prayer.

President Ronald Reagan designated
the first Thursday in May to celebrate
the National Day of Prayer. My chal-
lenge is to make every day a day of
prayer, so that we might follow God’s
will and continue to receive His bless-
ing into the 21st century and beyond.

————

SAFE SCHOOLS AND SENSIBLE
GUN LAWS

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, the year
that has passed since the tragic events
at Columbine High School has been a
time of soul searching for many Ameri-
cans. We have had to ask ourselves
some troubling questions. How did we
let this happen? Why have we failed to
pass sensible gun safety measures?
Why doesn’t the safety of our children
count as much in Congress as the lob-
bying muscle of the National Rifle As-
sociation, NRA? Why did it take 15
deaths at Columbine to get us to take
notice? Why wasn’t a single death of a
school child enough to make us realize
the danger to which we have exposed
our children in schools across the land?

Speeches alone will not turn the tide
in the battle over sensible gun laws.
But those of us who believe we must do
more to close the loopholes in the law
which give minors access to guns have
to match the single-mindedness of a
single issue group like the NRA with
our own focused determination.

Just a few weeks ago, knowing that
Congress was about to recess after
again failing to take action on gun
safety legislation, I offered these
words:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE

For the students of Columbine, every day
is a struggle, every day takes another act of
courage. There is nothing we can do in Con-
gress to change that, but there is something
we can do to protect other students from the
nightmares, the anger, and the pain, as told
by these students. Congress owes it to Col-
umbine and to the American people to try to
end school shootings and reduce access to
guns among young people. As of the one-year
anniversary, Congress has failed to do so.

Over the last year, many Americans
have decided to speak out on this issue.
They are fed up with the intolerable
level of gun violence in this country.
They are outraged by the sight of a
chain of preschoolers fleeing hand-in-
hand from a deranged gunman. And,
they are disheartened by the thought
of a first grader shooting another first
grader.

On Mothers’ Day, May 14, they will
bring a powerful message to Wash-
ington and to 30 communities across
the Nation, including Lansing: it is
time for Congress to pass commonsense
gun legislation. What began 9 months
ago, with two mothers and unparal-
leled dedication, has become the Mil-
lion Mom March, the first-ever na-
tional march for gun safety. As a Dad
who supports this march, I plan to
walk along side Michigan mothers, fu-
ture mothers, and all those willing to
be ‘“honorary mothers’ calling for sen-
sible gun laws and safe kids.

In a few weeks, another school year
will come to an end, but the push to
enact sensible gun legislation will con-
tinue during this Congress, and every
one thereafter, until we get it done.
And, because of the efforts of the Mil-
lion Mom Marchers and other Ameri-
cans who are speaking out on this
issue, I believe we will prevail.

———

INCREASING FEDERAL INVEST-
MENTS IN RESEARCH AND TECH-
NOLOGY

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
wanted to bring to the attention of my
colleagues an important letter dated
March 22, 2000 sent to our Senate lead-
ership by forty-seven leaders of our
high technology companies, univer-
sities and labor organizations who are
members of the highly-respected Coun-
cil on Competitiveness. The letter ar-
gues for a significant increase in fed-
eral Research and Development fund-
ing as key to our economic future. It
also points out that much of the cur-
rent technology talent shortage Con-
gress has been spending so much time
on could be alleviated through in-
creased R&D support, since that fund-
ing supports our technology education
and training system. It is frankly
unique in my Senate experience to see
a letter signed by such a significant
segment of our nation’s technology
leaders and I hope the Senate will heed
its counsel.

This letter comes to us in the con-
text of the recently passed Budget Res-
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olution which calls for a small increase
in federal investments in science and
technology over last year’s levels. I be-
lieve that a strong bipartisan majority
of the Senate would agree that more is
needed. Past investments in research,
made in all scientific disciplines and
supporting work performed in univer-
sities, industry, and government labs,
have been the driving force for creating
the technologies that have driven our
high tech economic boom, preserved
our national security, and created fan-
tastic new advances in medical care.
The Senate has recognized this, and
last year passed the Federal Research
Investment Act (S. 296) unanimously—
legislation which had 42 bipartisan co-
sponsors and which calls for a doubling
of funding for civilian science and tech-
nology over the next decade.

I note that this year the Administra-
tion has submitted an aggressive pro-
gram for civilian science investments
for many key agencies, consistent with
both the spirit and text of the Senate’s
legislation, and with the points made
in the letter. In particular, I want to
call attention to the Administration’s
efforts to restore balance to the federal
research portfolio by aggressively
funding work in the physical sciences
and engineering, through programs at
the National Science Foundation and
Department of Energy. Consistent with
the March 22nd message sent to us by
our country’s technology leadership, I
hope the Congressional Appropriations
Committees will be able to support
critical civilian federal Research and
Development programs at least at the
levels called for in the FY01 Adminis-
tration Budget Request. This invest-
ment, administered by the National
Science Foundation, National Insti-
tutes of Health, Department of Energy,
National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration, and other agencies, funds
university, government lab, and indus-
trial efforts to develop the tech-
nologies that energize our economy
and protect our health.

I also hope the Congress will increase
funding for the Department of De-
fense’s Science and Technology pro-
gram—whose products are critical to
our security. Defense science and tech-
nology has in the past given us the
technologies—including stealth, ad-
vanced computing, the Global Posi-
tioning System, and precision muni-
tions—that have provided our defense
technology edge and led to our vic-
tories in the Gulf and Kosovo. These
investments have been drastically re-
duced over the years—risking both our
national security and our technological
leadership in a variety of key physical
sciences and engineering disciplines.

On April 5th, I and the other mem-
bers of the Senate Science and Tech-
nology Caucus had the opportunity to
learn about an example of excellent
federally-funded science—the fantastic
new world of nanotechnology—from a
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